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From bestselling author Max Lucado comes a unique Christmas story called The Crippled
Lamb, an inspirational children's book about being different, fitting in, and being happy with
yourself. With more than 100,000 copies sold, this timeless bestseller has become a holiday
read the entire family enjoys.The Crippled Lamb follows the story of Joshua, a lamb with a
crippled leg who feels left out because he can't run and play like the other lambs. But God has a
special plan for Joshua's life, as He does for all who feel alone. Readers will feel a gentle tug on
their hearts as the little lamb's prayers are answered in an amazing way on Christmas Day.This
warm and endearing book:Is great for readers ages 3 to 7Includes original oil-painting
illustrations by Liz BonhamIs a great choice for kids who have disabilities, deal with anxiety or
bullying, or are learning about inclusivityIs a perfect gift for Christmas or birthdays



TheCRIPPLEDLAMBMax LucadoWITH JENNA, ANDREA, & SARA LUCADOillustrated by Liz
Bonham TheCRIPPLED LAMB Max Lucadowith Jenna, Andrea, & Sara
Lucado            illustrated by Liz Bonham

Dear Friend,inviting, comfortable. If you’re renewing your acquaintance withThe Crippled Lamb,
we hope you feel just that way—as ifyou’ve rediscovered an old friend. If you’re new to the story,
we prayits message will bless your life.We’re grateful to God for placing this story on our hearts
so wecould share it with you. The message is a simple, but preciousreminder: God’s love
extends to all, and he has a special place foreach of his children.May you always remember how
much he loves you.Warmly,Max LucadoJenna, Andrea, and SaraTo our special friends—Kelly,
Kasey, and Kara WilsonThe Crippled LambText © 1994, 1999 by Max LucadoIllustration ©
1994, 1999 by Liz BonhamKaren Hill, executive editor to Max LucadoAll rights reserved. No
portion of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted inany form or
by any means—electronic, mechanical, photocopy, recording, scanning, or other—except for
briefquotations in critical reviews or articles, without the prior written permission of the
publisher.Published in Nashville, Tennessee, by Tommy Nelson. Tommy Nelson is a registered
trademark of ThomasNelson, Inc.Tommy Nelson® titles may be purchased in bulk for
educational, business, fund-raising, or sales promotional use.For information, please e-mail
SpecialMarkets@ThomasNelson.com.The Library of Congress has cataloged the earlier printing
as follows:Lucado, Max The crippled lamb/ by Max Lucado with Jenna, Andrea, & Sara
Lucado;Illustrations by Liz Bonham.p. cm.Summary: A lamb who has always felt different and
sad because of his black spots and his limp, feels his trueworth when he is called upon to help
keep the baby Jesus warm.[1. Sheep—Fiction. 2. Jesus Christ—Nativity—Fiction.]I. Bonham,
Liz, ill. II. Title.PZ7.L9684Cr 1994[E]-dc2094-19865CIPACTo our special friends—Kelly, Kasey,
and Kara Wilson94-19865CIPACWe’re grateful to God for placing this story on our hearts so
wecould share it with you. The message is a simple, but preciousreminder: God’s love extends
to all, and he has a special place foreach of his children.May you always remember how much
he loves you.Warmly,Max LucadoJenna, Andrea, and Sara

Once upon a time in a sunny valley, there lived a little lamb namedJoshua. He was white with
black spots, black feet, and . . . sad eyes.Josh felt sad when he saw the other lambs with snow-
white wool andno spots. He felt sad when he saw the other sheep with their moms anddads
because he didn’t have a mom or dad.But he felt saddest when he saw the other lambs running
andjumping, because he couldn’t. Josh had been born with one leg thatdidn’t work right. He was
crippled. He always limped when he walked.Once upon a time in a sunny valley, there lived a
little lamb named Joshua. He was white with black spots, black feet, and . . . sad eyes. Josh
felt sad when he saw the other lambs with snow-white wool andno spots. He felt sad when he
saw the other sheep with their moms anddads because he didn’t have a mom or dad. But he
felt saddest when he saw the other lambs running andjumping, because he couldn’t. Josh had



been born with one leg thatdidn’t work right. He was crippled. He always limped when he walked.

That’s why he always watched while the other lambs ran andplayed. Josh felt sad and alone—
except when Abigail was around.Abigail was Josh’s best friend. She didn’t look like a friend fora
lamb. She was an old cow. She was brown with white blotchesthat looked like rain puddles on a
path. Her belly was as round asa barrel, and her voice was always kind and friendly.Some of
Josh’s favorite hours were spent with Abigail. That’s why he always watched while the other
lambs ran andplayed. Josh felt sad and alone—except when Abigail was around. Abigail was
Josh’s best friend. She didn’t look like a friend fora lamb. She was an old cow. She was brown
with white blotchesthat looked like rain puddles on a path. Her belly was as round asa barrel,
and her voice was always kind and friendly. Some of Josh’s favorite hours were spent with
Abigail.

They loved to pretend they were on adventures in distant lands. Joshliked to listen to Abigail tell
stories about the stars. They would spendhours on the hill, looking into the valley. They were
good friends.But even with a friend like Abigail, Josh still got sad. It made him sadto be the only
lamb who could not run and jump and play in the grass.That’s when Abigail would turn to him
and say, “Don’t be sad, littleJoshua. God has a special place for those who feel left out.” They
loved to pretend they were on adventures in distant lands. Joshliked to listen to Abigail tell
stories about the stars. They would spendhours on the hill, looking into the valley. They were
good friends. But even with a friend like Abigail, Josh still got sad. It made him sadto be the only
lamb who could not run and jump and play in the grass.That’s when Abigail would turn to him
and say, “Don’t be sad, littleJoshua. God has a special place for those who feel left out.”

Josh wanted to believe her. But it was hard. Some dayshe just felt alone. He really felt alone the
day the shepherdsdecided to take the lambs to the next valley where there wasmore grass. The
sheep had been in this valley so long, theground was nearly bare.All the sheep were excited
when the shepherd told themthey were going to a new meadow. Josh wanted to believe her.
But it was hard. Some dayshe just felt alone. He really felt alone the day the shepherdsdecided
to take the lambs to the next valley where there wasmore grass. The sheep had been in this
valley so long, theground was nearly bare. All the sheep were excited when the shepherd told
themthey were going to a new meadow.
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K. Fugate, “I have a special needs child and I think this book is wonderful!. I am aware that there
are several reviews here criticizing the use of the word "Crippled" and questioning the message
the book sends about people with disabilities. I am the mother of a child with cerebral palsy, and
I simply cannot agree with those reviews. When my son was little, this book was given to him as
a gift from a dear friend who thought he would enjoy it, and she was so right. My son is now
nearly 18, and he is a strong, happy, self-sufficient young adult, who does not think of himself as
disabled. But as a very small child, despite our attempts to instill confidence in him, we could
not protect him from thoughtless comments made by other people, and the fact that sometimes
the other children made him feel different. This book gave him a different perspective on being a
special needs child. The point of the story is that sometimes God has special blessings in store
for the very people who feel the most left behind or overlooked. This message made my son
very happy, and I can't tell you how many times he asked me to read again "the story about the
handicapped lamb who got to see Jesus be born."I understand that many people object to the
word "Crippled." Maybe it is a word that should be eliminated from our vocabulary, but we don't
always have to refer to animals with the same words we use for describing people. I don't think
"crippled" is necessarily an offensive word when describing an animal, but maybe it is. The story
is set during the time of Christ's birth, and "crippled" is an old-fashioned word that seems to fit
the story. I suppose it could have been called "The Lamb with a Physical Disability" or "The
Special Needs Lamb," but "Crippled" has more of an old-world sound to it.The book has also
been criticized for historical inaccuracies, saying that Mary would not have referred to the Baby
Jesus as "the new king," nor would she say that he "came from heaven to teach us about God."
I think it's perfectly alright to take these small liberties in order to get a message across. I don't
think my son grew up believing that Mary actually said these specific things. What he took away
from the story was the positive message about God having something special in store for a little
lamb who was left behind because of his limp. I think we need to be careful about overthinking
children's books. This story meant a great deal to my son during a difficult time in his emotional
development. I would recommend it for any child, but especially for a child struggling with
having been given a unique challenge to deal with.  I think this book is wonderful.”

joani heavey, “BEST BOOK EVER!. Books ( I ordered 10) came in a decent time. The books are
stunning and the story is superb. I gave them to MOPS (mothers of preschoolers) ladies and
they have been reading this book to their children. It was even a focus story for another
gathering of moms. The story is so sweet and applies to everyone, reminding us of God’s love
and desire for us to know we are all special. I just can’t read it without crying, but that’s a good
thing!  It’s spectacular and it was a fabulous gift!  Yay author, Max Lucado!”

Dee, “Its ok to be crippled.. Pretty great book. A bit wordy for very small children but it has nice



themes like friendship and how even when things seem unfair God has a plan. I dont really
understand why crippled is now a negative word. Lame would have been more accurate but the
lamb was in fact crippled. There is nothing wrong with the word for animals or people unless you
see something wrong with being crippled. I don't. I grew up babysitting a girl in a wheelchair and
that is a word she used because it just means different than the usual ability/mobility of a limb or
whatever. She had many friends from the hospital and i never saw anyone hide from terminology
because of hurt feelings. These kids had strong characters and all the more for the things they
had been through with their particular disabilities. No one i was blessed to meet shyed away
from facts or medical terms. In fact they could tell you as much about their conditions as their dr. I
bet. Anyway i dont think it is negative to have different abilities and find nothing wrong with the
word. In my experience disability adds strength rather than detracting from the person and there
is nothing wrong with feeling sorry for yourself every now and then. You just continue to push
through just like everyone wlse. No one is "perfect" but we are all perfectly as God made us and
thats the point of the story. My little ones and i used the book to talk about overcoming personal
challenge, how wonderful it is to have a great friend and be a great friend, about how someone
may feel left out, how hurt teasing and bullying can make someone feel. Picture books are not
made to be tossed at a kid as you walk off, they are an interactive thought provoking tool.”

Bridget's Basket, “A precious, heartfelt, tender and loving MUST HAVE book for your Christmas
library! AND an absolutely awesome gift!. A MUST-BUY book for your Christmas Library. Spirit
filled, Max Lucado is truly an inspired author. Joshua, the crippled lamb's purpose in life is
profound as it relates to all people. Sometimes we think we are not good enough, not pretty
enough, not talented enough and will neve amount to anything. Being turned away in the
everyday life adventures because of his disability left him lonely and insignificant. But our GOD
truly has put purpose and meaning in all parts of our lives. No matter who we are, where we
come from, our beauty or our abilities HE CHOOSES TO USE US! Because Joshua couldn't go
with his friends, "he was the first to welcome Jesus into the world." He gave Jesus an incredible
comforting gift - you have to read it to found out what! BE BLESSED!!!”

NNS2019, “Beautiful Book. I love this book, as do my children. I cry every time I read it. It has a
great lesson to learn. God has something special planned for each one of us and even though
we may not understand what we are going through as it happens, it is happening for a reason.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Beautiful atory.. Beautiful story. I bought this to read to my little grandson
who Hasan incurable illness and cannot walk properly. Max Lucado brings out the cruelty of
others but how God can use each of regardless of our infirmities and frailities.”

Linda, “Lovely book. Really nice book for kids.”

J. Thompson, “Lovely. A great author helping to instill good morals in young minds. Would



recommend the book for any young child - lovely to share a read with.”

Cassandra R. Jones, “Awesome book for Children with disabilities!. That gives a simple yet
straightforward explanation that they too have an important and unique role to play in God's
kingdom and and as a person with a disability I know that I would have benefited greatly from
hearing this message as a child it would have helped me immensely and it does my heart good
to know that young children are growing up having access to books like these thank you Mr
Lucado for writing such wonderful stories”

The book by Max Lucado has a rating of  5 out of 4.9. 1,161 people have provided feedback.
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